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Stay the Course 
 

This English language idiom has its beginning and basic meaning from a ship 
continuing on its planned direction (course), even in bad conditions.  It has 
come to carry the meaning ―to continue doing something, even when it is  
difficult.‖  ―Stay the course‖ has been used in the context of war and battle 
with the meaning to pursue a goal regardless of any obstacles or criticism.  As 
we reflect on life, and the uncertainties and hard times which inevitably come 
with it, we are able to see the wisdom of this admonition to persevere, remain-
ing steadfast in the quest we have undertaken. 
This concept carries an invaluable admonition for the Christian.  Paul spoke 
in similar words as he neared the end of his life and gave admonition to the 
younger Timothy:  2 Timothy 4:7-8 – ―I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the course, I have kept the faith:  henceforth there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to 
me at that day; and not to me only, but also to all them that have loved His 
appearing.‖ Paul is telling us, through Timothy, he had ―stayed the course.‖  
We well know of the obstacles and criticism which Paul was constantly con-
fronted with during his service to our Lord.  It is reassuring to a Christian to 
hear these words of a successful completion of the course of life by a     fel-
low brother in Christ. 
The outcome of successful completion of the course of a Christian‘s life is 
well worth the obstacles which may be met along the way.  Our attention 
(focus) must remain upon our goal to ensure we are not swept off course by 
the ―howling winds‖ Satan will inevitably send our way.  The faithful student 
of God‘s Word will confidently proclaim, ―I must stay the course in order to 
succeed.‖  Our ―staying the course‖ simply means we remain faithful to 
God‘s Word no matter what difficulties may come.  Paul‘s statement in this 
passage‘s context is a declaration of successfully completing the course of a 
Christian life.  Each of us should be diligently striving to live a life where we 
can confidently state at its end that we have ―stayed the course.‖  As we have 
recently sung, ―Won‘t it be grand to hear him say well done!‖ 
 

Your elders 

 

 

To Our Guests 

We are so pleased that you‘ve chosen to visit with us! Churches of Christ are trying to restore the purity and 

simplicity of the church we read about in the New Testament. We believe that the Bible is inspired of God and 

is therefore our only guide for Christian worship and service. 

The first century church worshiped by praying, preaching, giving, partaking of the Lord‘s Supper and singing 

without the use of mechanical instruments.  We design our worship to include these and nothing more. 

We would love to get to know you better and to assist you in your spiritual life.   

Ministers 
 

Jason Moon ............. 256-851-7844 
Pulpit 
 

John Denney ........... 256-859-2050 
Evangelism 
 

Jared Johnston ......... 931-205-0000 
Youth Minister 

 

Elders 
 

Curtis Hill ............... 256-828-5506 
 

Gary Holzheimer ..... 256-539-0102 
 

Sam Kachelman ...... 256-656-8626 
 

Bill Lewter .............. 256-539-7985 
 

Greg Parker ............. 256-883-1995 
 

Missionaries 
 

Randy Judd ......................... Africa 
 

Jaime Mendoza ................. Mexico 
 

Slava Savkovsky ............... Ukraine 
 

Dean Crutchfield ................... India 
 

Barton Kizer ........................... Peru 
 

Dewayne Tapscott ......... Southwest 
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A Modern Parable—John Denney 

 The following is an article 
written by David Shannon, preach-
er for the Mt. Juliet congregation. 
His words, coupled with those of 
the late Bro. Hardeman remind us 
of Jesusô own teaching on this im-
portant matter. Try to use them 
this week to have better communi-
cation with your Father.  
 N.B. Hardeman began a 
Gospel Meeting preaching on the 
topic of prayer. He stated because 
of the essentiality of prayer, it 
would be an appropriate way to 
begin a meeting. It would be just as 
possible "to live physical life with-
out breathing as it is to live spiritu-
al life without prayer" Hardeman 
observed.  
 Then he quoted the model 
prayer of our Lord deliberately 

slower as if he were praying. This 
brief prayer lasted 32 seconds. "If I 
were asked to lead a prayer and 
prayed only 32 seconds you would 
say, óHardeman ran out of soup!'" 
The content of prayer is much 
more important than the length of 
a prayer. Let us learn from this 
great preacher as he taught about 
our Master's prayer.  

Luke 11:2-4: 

Reverence: "Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name."  

Loyalty: "Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done On earth as it is 
in heaven."  

Dependency: "Give us day by day 
our daily bread."  

Forgiveness: "And forgive us our 
sins, For we also forgive everyone 

who is indebted to us."  

Trust: "And do not lead us into 
temptation, But deliver us from the 
evil one."  
 Prayer is communing with 
God from our heart. Does your 
heart meditate on God's grandeur? 
Does your life prove loyal to God? 
Do you humbly recognize all good 
gifts are from God? Have you for-
given yourself and others? Do you 
follow Christ's will even when 
temptation allures you? If not, are 
you penitently seeking God's for-
giveness? If we can answer "yes" to 
these we ought to be able to pray 
the model prayer. If we can't, may-
be we need to repent and pray. It's 
impossible to live wrong and pray 
right! But it is essential to pray 
right to have spiritual life!  

A certain man moved into our 
community.  He did fall among 
robbers who beat him and left him 
half dead.  He just moved in.  And 
by chance a certain neighbor was 
going down that way, and when he 
saw him, passed by on the other 
side, saying to himself, ―I‘ll just 
wait until the subject comes up 
some day, and then I‘ll say, Pardon 
me, I hope you don‘t get the im-
pression that I am a fanatic on reli-
gion, but if you ever get a chance, 
you might like to visit the church 
where I attend some Sunday—that 
is, if you feel like it.‖ 
But a certain member, as he jour-
neyed, came where he was, and 
when he saw him, he was moved 
with compassion, and courteously 
welcomed him to the community.  
During the conversation, he invit-
ed him to worship, told him how 
much he would enjoy the  simple 
worship and that for him to get 
acquainted, he should come to Bi-

ble study.  He left saying, ―How 
about if I come by and pick you up 
next Sunday around 7:30 in the 
morning?‖  And he did, bringing 
him to the building and introduc-
ing him to the ministers and other 
friends.  Then he brought him back 
in the afternoon for Bible class and 
again sat by him and introduced 
him to other members of the con-
gregation.  He even invited him 
over to his home during the week 
for a meal.   
Which of these, thinkest thou, 
proved a neighbor unto him that 
newly moved into the community? 
Jesus said, ñYe are the light of the 
world.  A city that is set on a hill 
cannot be hid.  Neither do men 
light a candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all in the house.  
Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.ò   

Where do we start?  Let‘s start 
with our mission field around us 
where we live now.  Let me chal-
lenge you to make a list of four 
individuals you know who are lost.  
Choose persons nearby, with 
whom  you have frequent contact.  
Pray for each person daily.  Pray 
for the Lord to use you in con-
fronting and reaching them.  God 
has already promised fruit if we 
will sow the seed. We must do our 
part and God will do His.  Remem-
ber He desires our friends to be 
saved too!  Personal evangelism is 
still one on one!  You and some-
one else.  Where do we begin with 
them?  It may be simply to start by 
inviting them to worship and go 
from there! 

32 Second PrayerðJared Johnston 
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Sick 
Huntsville Hospital 
Norma Graber, room 494 
(grandmother of John Adams) 
 

Home 
Dena Hutchison 

Sympathy 
To Connie Rowden (former member) in the death 
of her mother, Francis Mullis.  The funeral was 
yesterday here in Huntsville.  Connie‘s address is: 
400 Williams; Harrisburg, NC  28075. 

News Of Interest 

Today and Upcoming at Chase Park 

Thank You 

We Care Meeting 
Team #7 (Olbricht) and Team #4 (Blankenship) 
will meet after worship this morning for breakfast 
at Ryan‘s on University Drive.   
 
Girl’s Lads to Leaders Practice 
Lads to Leaders Girl‘s Speech and Song Practice 
this morning at the KRB building after worship 
service. 
 
Regency Retirement Service 
Today:  1:30 p.m., in the sunroom 
Speaker:  Gary Chunn 
Song Leader:  Michael Sims 
Attendance Sunday, February 21:  31 
Hospital Visitation 
Team #4 (Steelman), please pick up your assign-

ments following evening worship. 
 
Super Seniors 
Wednesday, March 3, 10:00 a.m.  Cooks will pre-
pare lunch. 
 
Saturday For The Savior 
Saturday, March 6, 9:45 a.m.—12 noon.  Please 
meet at the KRB building. 
 
 

―Thank you for all you have done for our family 
during the death of our father and grandfather, 
Marion Hudson ‗Buddy‘ Bryant.  He attended 
church with the members here for 34 years, and he 
loved each of you.  We will miss him every day 
until we can all be together again.  Thank you for 
the many cards, calls, visits, food, the beautiful 
flowers, donations to Agape and the building fund.  
We are thankful to those who came to support us at 
the service.  The outpouring of love from this con-
gregation was overwhelming.  Thank you to those 
who helped to provide and serve the meal for our 
extended family following the service.  Everyone 
was so appreciative of the time we were able to 
spend together.  For every encouraging word, eve-
ry prayer, every hug, and every act of kindness, we 
are grateful.  With our love,‖ 
 

Greg and Gayle Cothren 
Hudson (and fianc® Kristy Crane), 

Maddie, Mason, and Parker 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be- gins 

Sunday, March 14 
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Worship Leaders 
 

A.M. Worship 
Song Leader ............................................... Larry Arnold 
Prayer ............................................................. Curtis Hill 
Lord‘s Supper ............................................... Gary Chunn 
Reading .................................................. Matthew Henry 
Sermon ......................................................... Jason Moon 
Closing Prayer ....................................... Greg McCreless 
Announcements .......................................Naaman Goode 
 
 

P.M. Worship 
Song Leader ............................................... Larry Arnold 
Prayer ............................................................ Ray Brown 
Reading ...............................................Jonathan Brothers 
Sermon ......................................................... Jason Moon 
Announcements .......................................Naaman Goode 
Lord‘s Supper ......................................... Fellowship Hall 
Closing Prayer ............................................ Greg Cothren 

 

Statistics 
 

Sunday, February 21, 2010 
 

AM Worship ................... 304 

Month Average  .............. 294 

Bible Class ...................... 215 

Regency Ret. Worship ...... 31 

Offering............... $14,011.46 

Budget ...................... $13,500 

Average ‗10 ............. $13,610 

Over Budget for year ......... +$884 

Building Fund .............. $686,557.55 

Building Fund Cont. ....... $2,450.00 
 

 

 

Services 
 

Sunday 
 

Worship .................. 8:00 a.m. 

Bible Class ............. 4:30 p.m. 

Worship .................. 5:15 p.m. 
 

 
Wednesday 

 

Super Seniors ....... 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Class ............. 5:30 p.m. 


